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Department of Land Use and Growth 
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Harry Knight, Deputy Director 

April 27, 2021 

To: 

From: 

Commissioners of St. Mary's County 
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator 
William B. Hunt, Director ~ 

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S 

COUNTY 

James R. Guy, President 

Eric Colvin, Commissioner 

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner 

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner 

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner 

Subject: Request for Public Hearing to amend the St. Mary's County Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 
to allow private piers in subdivisions platted before December 31, 1994, that have or could 
have a community pier 

Background: Maryland Code Annotated,§ 8-1808.5(c)(6), "Community Pier in Buffer," allows 
subdivisions platted before December 31, 1994, that have a community pier to also allow individual piers. 
The St. Mary's County Zoning Ordinance at§ 71.9.1 Standards for Shoreline Resources, prohibits private 
piers in all subdivisions that have community piers. The County CZO currently does not have the 
exemption for subdivisions platted before December 31, 1994, that is allowed by state law. Staff has 
discussed this amendment with the Critical Area Commission. The amendment, if approved by CSMC, 
will have to be approved by the Critical Area Commission. 

Summary of Proposed Ordinance: The proposed ordinance will and delete and replace §71.9.1 of the 
County CZO to allow private piers in subdivisions platted before December 31 , 1994, that have a 
community pier. This is the same exemption that is allowed by state law. 

Stakeholders and Notification: Staff will send individual notices to homeowners' associations and 
community associations of waterfront subdivisions that were platted before December 31, 1994, notifying 
them of the proposed amendment. The waterfront subdivisions with community piers were located by 
visibly searching waterfront properties using the County GIS map. After locating subdivisions with 
community piers or those having communal property that might have a planned community pier, the dates 
of the plats creating the subdivisions were researched. The subdivisions platted on or before December 31, 
1994, with community piers or that could have a community pier are in the table below. The public 
hearing will be advertised in Southern Maryland News. It will be put on the County website and 
information will be available through BoardDocs. 

Waterfront subdi · · v1s10ns p atte e ore 1 db£ D ecem er 
' 

, t at b 31 1994 h h ave or cou ld h ave a community pier 
Longview Beach Club Association 
St. Clements Shores Civic Association 
Breton Bay Estates 
Landings at Piney Point Homeowners Association 
Tolson Estates Homeowners Association 
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Boatel California / Leverings Subdivision 
Hollywood Shores Civic Association 
Beach Management Corporation of Golden Beach Maryland 

Timeline: 

• April 27, 2021 -Request for public hearing was presented to CSMC

• April 30, 2021 - first legal ad is published

• May 7, 2021-second legal ad is published

• May 18, 2021-hold the public hearing (TBD)

• May 25, 2021 -the public record closes

• June 8, 2021 -Decision

Collaboration: 
David Weiskopf, County Attorney 
Katherine Charbonneau, Executive Director, Critical Area Commission 
Neil Murphy, Deputy County Attorney 
Harry Knight, Deputy Director 
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